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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-24 are pending in this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 1-9, 11-19 and 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Okuda (US 6,092,046). 

As per claim 1, Okuda teaches, "a method of managing memory resources within 
an audio playback system, wherein the resources comprise memory blocks", the 
method comprising: 

"identifying a first and a second audio process, wherein the first and the second 
audio processes execute at different times" (col. 6, lines 13-27); 

"allocating a first memory block to the first and the second processes" (col. 6, 
lines 1-10); 

"associating a first audio frame with the first process" (col. 6, lines 1-27); 

"buffering the first audio frame to the first memory block" (col. 6, lines 1-27). 

As per claim 2, Okuda teaches, "further comprising buffering a second audio 
frame to the first memory block, wherein the second audio frame is associated with the 
second process" (col. 5, line 50 to col. 6, line 27). 
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As per claim 3, Okuda teaches, "further comprising resetting a memory area of 
the first memory block to zero prior to receiving the second audio frame" (col. 8, lines 
34-37). 

As per claim 4, Okuda teaches, "further comprising identifying the first audio 
frame" (col. 5, line 50 to col. 6, line 27). 

As per claim 5, Okuda teaches, "further comprising processing the first audio 
frame" (col. 5, line 50 to col. 6, line 27). 

As per claim 6, Okuda teaches, "further comprising implementing program code 
to ensure that the first and the second audio processes run at different times" (col. 7, 
lines 34-67). 

As per claim 7, Okuda teaches, "further comprising outputting the first audio 
frame" (col. 8, lines 42-53). 

As per claim 8, Okuda teaches, "further comprising formatting the first audio 
frame" (col. 8, lines 21-53). 

As per claim 9, Okuda teaches, "further comprising switching between the first 
and the second processes at a boundary of the first frame" (col. 8, lines 21-53). 

As per claims 1 1-20 and 22-24, they are interpreted and thus rejected for the 
same reasons set forth in the rejection of claims 1-9. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
4. Claims 10 and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Application/Control Number: 09/867,735 
Art Unit: 2654 



Page 4 



Contact Information 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abul K. Azad whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3838. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil, can be reached at (703) 305-9645. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 

(For informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington, 
VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Technology Center's Customer Service Office at telephone number 
(703) 306-0377. 
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